
 

Other Helpful Information 
After a major storm, it will be necessary to 

suspend recycling collection for a brief period of 
time.  Residents will be notified about this 
through public service broadcasts. 

Residents who have to search through debris 
for salvageable belongings should take care not 
to pile their salvageable items near the road 
where a collection vehicle may mistakenly pick 
them up as garbage. 

After a storm emergency, be careful in 
allowing your pet(s) outdoors after the storm has 
passed.  Familiar scents and landmarks may be 
altered.  Your pet may become confused and lost.  
Snakes and downed power lines are two of the 
dangers your pet may encounter. 
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CLEANUP 
Before the Storm 

Safely secure all your garbage cans, lids, and 
recycling bin.  Unsecured containers and lids might 
cause damage during strong winds.  Bring containers 
inside your garage or house. 

Important Definitions 

Ο RAW GARBAGE IS: 
Anything you put in your trash that is subject to 

decomposition or decay.  This includes animal, fruit or 
vegetable waste, along with or in combination with 
other matter resulting from the handling, storage, 
preparation, cooking, or consumption of foods—these 
products and the containers in which such items are 
packaged. 

Also include any storm damaged foods such as: 
bulging canned foods, cardboard food containers that 
have been in contact with flood water, and thawed 
meats, poultry, or fish that you can’t cook 
immediately. 



Ο NORMAL HOUSEHOLD 
GARBAGE IS: 
Anything that you would normally put in your 

trash, except food waste.  This will include 
everything else you now normally put in your 
garbage containers or bags.  This excludes yard 
debris and construction debris. 
Ο YARD DEBRIS IS: 

Shrubs, palm fronds, tree branches, bushes, 
leaves, twigs, or cut up tree parts. 
Ο CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS IS: 

Any material relating to construction of 
buildings such as: cement, glass, drywall, 
insulation, concrete block, tile, shingles, or 
building rubble. 

← 
FIRST PRIORITY—RAW GARBAGE 
As soon as roads are accessible, raw garbage 

will be collected.  Raw garbage can pose a public 
health threat because it can generate flies, 
bacteria, odor, and may attract scavenging 
animals. 

Separate Raw Garbage from your yard waste 
or construction debris.  Place in a 35 gallon 
container with a sealed lid; or place in a heavy 
mil plastic bag. (Securely tie bags.)  If possible, 
write the words “RAW GARBAGE” on the 
container.  Place the container in a dry, open 
area at the curb in front of your house. DO NOT 
BLOCK THE ROAD with garbage.  If possible, 
designate one location where a group of 
neighbors can deposit all their raw garbage.  This 
will expedite collection. 

↑ 
SECOND PRIORITY—NORMAL 

HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE 
Separate NORMAL HOUSEHOLD Garbage 

from yard waste or construction debris.  Place in 
a 35 gallon container with a sealed lid; or place in 
a heavy mil plastic bag. (Securely tie bag.)  Place 
the container(s) in a dry, open area at the curb in 
front of your house.  DO NOT BLOCK THE 
ROAD with garbage.  If possible—designate one 
location where a group of neighbors can deposit 
all their normal garbage.  This will expedite 
collection. 

→ 
THIRD PRIORITY—YARD WASTE 

Place trees, branches, etc. in piles that can be 
easily managed by collection personnel.  You do 
not need to bundle your yard waste.  (Be cautious 
of electric wires that may be down.  Remember to 
use safety measures if using chain saws!!!)  To 
expedite collection, try to designate one central 
location where a group of neighbors can deposit 
all yard waste.  Remember, keep yard waste 
separate from garbage. 

↓ 
LAST PRIORITY—CONSTRUCTION 

DEBRIS 
Residents will be notified about this collection 

through public service broadcasts. 

After the Storm 
1. Stay tuned to local radio or television stations 

for advice and instructions from local 
government about medical care, food, housing, 
and other forms of assistance. 

2. Stay out of heavily damaged or flooded areas. 
These areas are dangerous. Your presence 
could interfere with essential rescue and 
recovery activities. 

3. Stay close to home until local hazardous 
conditions subside.  Do not drive unless it is 
an emergency.  Leave road clear for 
emergency vehicles.  Avoid sight-seeing and 
unnecessary travel. 

4. Watch for and avoid downed power lines, 
broken glass, and standing water.  Stay clear 
of utility repair crews working in your 
neighborhood. 

5. Limit phone calls to emergencies only. 
6. If electrical power is out, avoid using candles. 

Most fires are caused by candles. 
7. If water pressure is low or no water is 

available, drink water you stored before the 
storm. 

8. If appliances are damaged, exercise extreme 
caution when turning back on. 

9. Do not immediately report interruption of 
electric, water, cable or phone service.  Service 
will be restored as soon as possible.  Do report 
hazards such as downed, live powerlines or 
broken water mains to appropriate officials. 

10. If power is off, check refrigerated food for 
spoilage.  Be suspicious of tap water.  Boil 
water for 10 minutes to kill any disease-
causing bacteria present. 
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